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qv Coal companies
controlled the
narrative, labeling
miners as "radicals"
and "outlaws." The
media largely ignored
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and that their last
attempt in changing
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War Office Delays conditions was a
Use of Troops. behavior known as

their working
T e “thuggery” or foolish.
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And so it begins...

In August 1921, minérs began
marching toward Blair
Mountain to confront anti-
union forces led by Mary
Harris “Mother” Jones. They
carried rifles, homemade
bombs, and a determination
to win. The march marked the
beginning of the largest
armed labor uprising in U.S.
history. The first
skirmishes occurred on the
morning of August 25th.
President Warren G. Harding
threatened to send federal
troops and Army Martin MB-1
Bombers to stop the Union.
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Mineys weve dubbed
he “Red. Neck Army”
for their red bandanas.
This was part of the

Yights. They Wweve a
diverse group of peo
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The coal industry
devastated Appalachia’s
environment, leaving a
legacy of pollution and
poverty. The battle was
also a fight for the land
and its people. To this
day, wealthy coal mine
owners continue this
legacy of harm to the
environment, workers,
and the coal communities.
Many have even
defaulted onpayingfines
foromine safety and
miner’s black lung
benefits:

0w YoJUIWUENAU3

Mother Jones, born Mary Harris around
August 1, 1837, in Cork, Ireland, was a
prominent labor and community organizer,
activist, and advocate for workers' rights in
the United States. After immigrating to
North America and enduring personal
tragedies, including the loss of her husband
and four children to yellow fever, she
dedicated her life to fighting for the rights of
laborers, particularly coal miners,
steelworkers, and child workers. Known for
her fiery speeches and fearless organizing,
she co-founded the Industrial Workers of the
World (IWW) and became a leading figure in
the labor movement, earning the nickname
"the most dangerous woman in America" for

her efforts. & Mother Jones
continued her W 2 activism well into
her later years, leaving a
lasting legacy o as a champion of
social justice and workers'
rights until her death on
November 30,
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Women were crucial in the

battle, providing food,

medical care, andmoral ('

support to those on strike. . [

They also were

organizers, rallying the
community to join the
strike or provide mutual
aid. They also acted as
valuable spies,
messengers, and
strategists.
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